Medicine Hat College

Library

“Is It Peer Reviewed?”
How to Determine if a Journal is Peer Reviewed

When scholars submit their papers for publication in academic journals, those papers undergo a
process called peer review. During the process of peer review, papers are read and examined
by experts in the field of study and those experts make recommendations about whether a
particular paper should be published in an academic journal. Once a paper passes scholarly
and editorial scrutiny that paper is published and it can be read by the wider academic
community.

Alternative terms for peer review are: academic journals, blind review, juried, refereed, or
scholarly journals.

At the Beginning of Your Search

When searching for articles in an database such as Academic Search Premier, CINAHL, or
Health and Wellness Resource Center, use the check box option to limit your search to peer
reviewed journals.

During Your Search

Step 1. Check either the List of Periodicals booklet in the library or search the catalogue
(http://eureka.uleth.ca/search~S2) by Periodical Title to determine whether or not the Library
subscribes to the journal in question.

Step 2: If you have a paper copy of the journal:

~ Check the publication’s information page(s) for the words “peer reviewed”, “refereed”, or
“blind review”. These information pages will be located near the front of the journal and
are usually in smaller print. “Peer reviewed” may also be mentioned in a section for
authors, which is often at the back of the journal.

Examples:
Orthopaedic Nursing is a refer-
eed journal; all manuscripls
submitted undergo review by
the Editor and blind reviews
by three reviewers from the
Editorial Board and/or
Manuscript Review Panel,
The JOURNAL invites for consideration manuscripts|
THE REVIEW PROCESS Eﬂm individuals ;;wpa active in mubaig:::much.
A posteard acknowledging receipt of manuscripts can i tiincad m;m“fmf&m e d‘“”i e
be expected by the primary author. Scoring guides used sional journals. Your anonymous peers approve o disap-
) = 0 1Y s ; prove your manuscripts based on merit and clarity of
by the Teviewers for L!J]‘f]l'.d.l and rescarch manuscripts Entation. This e m‘:ﬁp i it gﬁ
arc available from the editors upon request. the inbegrity of the JOURNAL, but also your professionsl
This is a refereed journal. h:uuwisd.mer. The ideas and opiniona “"’m] i"uu'al
Manuscripts that have be ised 3 i a et iy iy b
pis that have been revised one or more fimes thase of the editor, the aditorial board, or the publisher,
will be reviewed by the original reviewing team to E’;‘J:ﬁmﬂ‘?_ ﬂradfhm;jl oo Wiy m‘*’. ey

£nsure consistensey.

Revised August 2007 Page 1 of 2



If you were unable to find the words “peer reviewed” and the publication looks like it might be
peer reviewed, always double check using the following website method.

If You Do Not Have a Paper Copy of the Journal

~ Go to: http://www.google.ca

~ In the search box, type the name of the journal (e.g., “Journal of Gerontological
Nursing”).

~ Select the applicable website.

~ Look for the words “peer reviewed” (or one of its variants) in the information about the
journal or information for authors’ section.

Additional Tips

~ If an article does not have references at the end of the article, it is not peer reviewed. If
it does have references, it may be peer reviewed. Search for proof that it is peer
reviewed by using the aforementioned method.

~ An article may not be suitable to use even if it is from a peer reviewed journal. For
example, it may be an editorial, book review, or letter to the editor. Peer review only
applies to longer articles with references.

~ Check with your instructor if there is an article you would like to use and you have not
been able to determine whether it is peer reviewed.
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